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Financing Supported Housing

People with learning disabilities being resettled,
whether from hospital or hostel, may be eligible for
benefits from the Independent Living (93) Fund.
This can help considerably with the costs of
resettlement.  Use of the IL(93) Fund appears to be
very patchy.

Reasons relating to slow rate of applications to
IL(93)F include: lack of experience of SSD staff
with arranging complex care packages, inability,
and in comprehension of the concept of devising an
individualised and costed care package.

People can live in ordinary houses as owners or
tenants and be provided with the appropriate level of
support to meet their needs. As their needs change
so the support can be amended without any need for
them to move. The level of support provided can
range from the occasional visit to 24 hour care. As
long as home and support are provided by different
organisations, and board is not provided, the houses
do not have to be registered as residential or nursing
homes. (Note that provided a house is for not more
than six people then planning permission is not
required).

This opens the way for people to claim housing
benefit, income support, disability benefits and,
where the care package costs in excess of £200 per
week, benefits from the Independent Living (93)
Fund.

Access to this IL(93)F fund is limited to those,
already receiving at least £200 of care per week
provided or purchased by the local authority, who
live alone or with others unable to provide the
necessary care. This means that people moving out
of hospitals into ordinary housing in the community
cannot access these benefits unless the health
authority transfers money for the costs of their care,
via a Section 28a agreement, to the local authority
for them to undertake the purchasing.  An applicant

has to be aged 16-65 and in receipt of the higher
rate of DLA.

If care is purchased in this way, with a joint
agreement between the LA and HA, people can
access up to £300 per week towards the costs of
their care from ILF. This, plus the housing costs,
can reduce the cost of resettlement for people with
intensive support needs by up to £350 per week
though average savings are likely to be less than
this.

Even a saving of £100 per week can save £5,200 per
person per year and thus could net half a million
pounds per annum if 100 people were being
resettled.

Note that new charging procedures may be needed.

Resources

Close contact will be needed with your local housing
authority and registration officers of both health and
social services. IL(93)F provide application forms,
leaflets and guidance notes: IL(93)F, PO Box 183,
Nottingham NG8 3RD
( 01602 428191, fax 01602 293156.

Disablement Income Group, 1995, An Opportunity
Lost: Social Services Use of the Independent Living
Transfer, £8, DIG. ( 0171 263 3981.

Debbie Race is willing to act as a contact for people
interested in pursuing this. Write (please don’t
phone) to: Debbie Race, Planning and Development
Officer, Staffordshire Social Services, St Chad’s
Place, Stafford ST16 2LR.
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